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Amsterdam, October 3, 2017 -- T
 he Energy Web Foundation (EWF) has launched
a test network of the EWF blockchain and application layer, constructed as a public
network with permissioned validators. Its cutting edge, open source technology
infrastructure will facilitate both commercial and noncommercial blockchain
applications in the energy sector.
The test network, codenamed Tobalaba, uses Parity Technologies’ Aura
Proof-of-Authority consensus engine, enabling designated authorities to validate
transactions following a jointly agreed governance structure. Authorities that have
already set up Validator nodes on the system are EWF affiliates Singapore Power
Group, Elia, Engie, and Shell, together with EWF founders Grid Singularity,
Rocky Mountain Institute and implementation partners Parity Technologies,
Brainbot AG and Slock.it.
“Notably, the EWF blockchain client will be made open source under the GPL V3
license,” said Ewald Hesse, CEO of Grid Singularity and Vice President of the Energy
Web Foundation. “The source code will be available to the public from November 1,
2017, with enhancements added continuously and developments published on the
EWF Wiki and presented at the Event Horizon a nnual summits.”
The EWF blockchain client is based on the Parity Ethereum client, which is currently
the most advanced, fastest and lightest full-node Ethereum implementation. Its
features and functionality are fine-tuned to address the needs of energy sector
applications. The newly developed permissioning features enable whitelisting of
smart contracts and identities, facilitating standardization and maintaining security
in an otherwise open network. Another important objective is to enhance
transaction throughput (at present increased by one order of magnitude compared
to Ethereum mainnet), consensus algorithms, and create enterprise-grade
deployment t ooling and storage features.

EWF affiliates and founders work together to create joint standards and further
global application of blockchain technology in the energy sector with the goal of
increasing efficiency and enabling new business models to improve the use of
energy resources, especially renewables.
EWF Council Members Herve Touati, Ewald Hesse and Ana Trbovich will participate
in the European Utility Week 2017 to present EWF advancements. EWF Advisory
Board meeting will also be held to coincide with the conference.
About Energy Web Foundation
The Energy Web Foundation (EWF) is a global non-profit organization focused on
accelerating blockchain technology across the energy sector. The intent of EWF,
through its Energy Web Platform, is to develop a market standard that ensures
interoperability, reduces costs and complexity, aligns currently dispersed
blockchain initiatives, and facilitates technology deployment through
easy-to-implement applications. For more, visit https://energyweb.org
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